Sociology 3 Critical Thinking                                      

Instructions for Paper 2—Religion and Politics (40 points max)

The focus of this paper is on religion and politics in American life.  We’re going to use the General Social Survey (GSS) for this exercise.  The GSS is a national probability sample of adults in the United States conducted by the National Opinion Research Center.  For this exercise, we will use the data from the 2006 GSS Social Survey (gss06_subset_for_classes modified2.sav).
You’re going to use PRES04 as your dependent variable.  This refers to whether they voted for Bush or Kerry in 2004 (PRES04).  
Let’s start by focusing on religion.  What are the different aspects of religion that we want to consider.

· First, there is religious preference.  The variable RELIG refers to whether the respondent is Protestant, Catholic, Jewish, some other religious preference, or the person had no religious preference.  
· Second, there are different types of religions.  One thing we can do is to look at different Protestant denominations.  The variable RELIG1 provides a breakdown of the larger Protestant denominations.  Another thing we can do is look at religious groups in terms of their fundamentalism.  The variable FUND classifies religions as fundamentalist, moderate, and liberal.
· Third, we can classify people by how religious they are.  This is often called religiosity.  There are several different measures of religiosity in the GSS.
· How often people attend worship services (ATTEND)
· How often people pray (PRAY)
· How religious people think they are (RELITEN)
Part 1.  Religious Preference

Let’s start by looking at religious preference (RELIG).  First, run a frequency distribution for RELIG and write a short paragraph describing religious preference in our sample of adults in the United States.  Remember that this is a large national probability sample and can be used to make statements about all adults in the US.

Second, let’s see how religious preference is related to voting behavior.  Use PRES04 as your dependent variable and RELIG as your independent variable.  Make sure that you put your independent variable in the column, your dependent variable in the row, and that you use the correct percents (column).  Interpret the table by describing the differences among religious groupings using the percents.  Use chi square to determine if there is a statistical relationship between these two variables.

Part 2.  Types of Religions

Now let’s look at different types of religions.  One way we can break religions into different categories is by considering how fundamentalist the religions are.  We’ll discuss what fundamentalism means in class.

Second, run a frequency distribution for FUND and write a short paragraph describing how fundamentalism is distributed in our sample.
Third, let’s see if fundamentalism is related to voting.  Use PRES04 as your dependent variable and FUND as your independent variable.  What does your table tell you about the relationship between these two variables?  Be sure to us the appropriate percents and chi square in your answer.

Part 3.  Religiosity
There are several different ways of measuring religiosity.  Let’s start by looking at two possible measures – attendance at worship services (ATTEND) and how religious people feel they are (RELIG).

· Let’s start by running frequency distributions for ATTEND and RELITEN.

· ATTEND has quite a few categories (9).  Recode ATTEND into another variable and call this new variable ATTEND1.   See below for how we’re going to recode ATTEND.  Be sure to add value labels to make the output easier to read.  Run a frequency distribution for ATTEND1.  Compare the distributions for ATTEND and ATTEND1 and make sure that you recoded correctly.
· Combine every week (value 7) and more than once a week (8) into one category and give this category a value of 1.  Call this “often.”
· Combine once a month (4), two to three times a month (5), and nearly every week (6) into another category and give this a value of 2.  Call this “sometimes.”
· Combine never (0), less than once a year (1), once a year (2), and several times a year (3) into another category and give this a value of 3.  Call this “infrequently.”
· If ATTEND1 and RELITEN are both measures of religiosity, they should be strongly related.  Run a crosstabulation of ATTEND1 and RELITEN.  This time it doesn’t matter which variable you use as independent and dependent.  These variables aren’t related causally.  They are simply measures of the same concept.  Use the percents to describe the relationship and use chi square to determine if there is a statistical relationship between these two variables.
· Now let’s see if ATTEND1 and RELITEN are related to PRES04.   You should run two crosstabulations.  Use the percents and Chi Square to in your answer.  
Part 4.  Spuriousness

So far we have been talking about religion and voting as if no other variable affected this relationship.  But that’s not the case.  We know there are other variables that are related to both religion and voting.  Let’s use the relationship between ATTEND1 or RELITEN and PRES04.  We just saw in part 3 that there is a strong relationship between religiosity and voting.  Let’s add another variable into the analysis.  That variable is gender (SEX).  

First, let’s see if SEX is related to ATTEND1 or RELITEN.  Choose either ATTEND1 or RELITEN for this part of the paper.  Run the crosstabulation and use the percents and Chi Square in your answer.

Second, now let’s see if SEX is related to PRES04.  Run the crosstabulation and use the percents and Chi Square in your answer.

Now what do we do?  Could the relationship between ATTEND1 or RELITEN and PRES04 be due to the variable sex?  In other words, could the relationship be spurious?  To check on this, you will need to run a three-variable table with your measure of religiosity as the independent variable (either ATTEND1 or RELITEN), PRES04 as the dependent variable, and sex as the control variable.  
Write a paragraph describing what happened in your three-variable table.  Focus on the effect that controlling for sex had on the relationship between your independent and dependent variable.  What does this tell you about the possibility of the relationship being spurious?  Be sure to clearly indicate what it means for a relationship to be spurious in your answer.   Use the percents and Chi Square in your answer.

Part 5.  Conclusion
Write a brief summary of what you have learned about the relationship between religion/religiosity and voting behavior.  Make sure that you cover all the main points of your paper and that the summary is clear. Be sure to include spuriousness in your answer.
Summary of your paper

Here is what you are going to hand in for your second paper.

1. From Part 1, you will hand in the frequency distribution for RELIG and the crosstabulation of RELIG and PRES04.  Be sure to include the appropriate percents and Chi Square.  You also need to interpret each table.  
2. From Part 2, you will hand in the frequency distribution for FUND and the crosstabulation of FUND and PRES04.  Be sure to include the appropriate percents and Chi Square.  You also need to interpret each table.  Be sure to discuss what fundamentalism means.
3. From Part 3, you will hand in the following:  
a. Frequency distributions for ATTEND and RELITEN.  Use appropriate percents and Chi Square.  Interpret the table.
b. Frequency distribution for ATTEND1.  Make sure you recoded ATTEND correctly.

c. Crosstabulation of ATTEND1 and RELITEN.  Use appropriate percents and Chi Square.  Interpret the table.

d. Crosstabulation of ATTEND1 and RELITEN with PRES04.  This will give you two crosstabulations.  Use appropriate percents and Chi Square.  Interpret the table.

4. From Part 4, you will hand in the following:

a. Crosstabulation of SEX and ATTEND1 or RELITEN.  Use appropriate percents and Chi Square.  Interpret the table.
b. Crosstabulation of SEX and PRES04.  Use appropriate percents and Chi Square.  Interpret the table.

c. Three-variable table for the variables SEX, ATTEND1 or RELITEN, and PRES04.  Use appropriate percents and Chi Square.  Interpret the table.

d. Discussion of spuriousness.
5. From Part 5, write a brief summary of what you have learned about religion/religiosity and voting.  Make sure that you cover all the main points of your paper and that the summary is clear.  Be sure to discuss spuriousness in your answer.  
Be sure to include all parts of these instructions. 

Notes on Preparing your Paper:
Your paper should be prepared using a word processor.  Double space, except for the tables.  Use one-inch margins and 12-point type.  Number the pages.  Please do not put your paper into any type of binder.  Just staple your paper together.
The papers will be read and graded by the instructor using several criteria.  These criteria include the extent to which the papers use and show understanding of how to develop and diagram arguments and how to construct and interpret tables.  Other important criteria are the extent to which the paper is logically organized, the quality of your writing, and whether you followed the instructions in preparing your paper.

