Sociology 3 Critical Thinking 

Note:  Before you begin this paper, be sure to read chapter 3 in Public Opinion on Social Issues and work through the exercises in the section on control variables in Introduction to Research Methods in Political Science: The POWERMUTT Project (see reading list).  To learn more about religion and homosexuality go to the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life at http://pewforum.org/Topics/Issues/Gay-Marriage-and-Homosexuality/.  
Instructions for Paper 2 – Religion and Homosexuality (40 points max)

The second paper will use data from the 2007 United States Religious Landscape Survey conducted by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life.  This was a very large survey of approximately 35,000 adults living in the continental United States during summer, 2007.  It focused on religion and a number of issues such as homosexuality and abortion.  In this paper we are going to focus on the relationship between religion and how Americans feel about homosexuality.  The data have already been weighted to better represent the population of all adults in the United States during this time period.  The name of the data file is pew07_subset_for_classes.sav.  Information about the 2007 United States Religious Landscape Survey can be found at http://religions.pewforum.org/.  

Part 1.  Religious Preference and Homosexuality
Religious preference classifies respondents according to the religion that they currently identify with.  There are several measures of religious preference in the Pew survey.

· RELIGION – a detailed breakdown of religious preference into 63 categories including those who have no preference.  Note that Protestant is not broken down into its various denominations.

· RELIGION1 – a breakdown of religious preference into 51 categories.  Note that Protestant is broken down into 16 categories and that each of these categories is further broken down into three religious traditions – the Evangelical Tradition, the Mainline Tradition, and the Historically Black Tradition.  To learn more about how Pew classified Protestant religions into these three traditions, go to http://religions.pewforum.org/pdf/report2religious-landscape-study-appendix3.pdf.    

· RELIGION2 – a less detailed breakdown of religious preference into 14 categories.  Note that Protestant groups are only broken down into the three religious traditions (Evangelical, Mainline, Historically Black) and that other world religions are not broken down as finely.

· DENOM1 – a detailed breakdown of Protestant religions into 48 categories.  Note that some respondents say they are “just a Protestant” or “just a Christian” or “nothing in particular.”

· DENOM2 – a less detailed breakdown of Protestant religions into 17 categories.

We’re going to use RELIGION2 which classifies religions into fewer categories.  Run a frequency distribution for RELIGION2.  Be sure to use the valid percents when answering the following questions.  (Make sure you know why.)  What does this tell you about the distribution of religious preference for adults in the continental United States?  What percent are affiliated with a religion?  What proportion are Christian?  Pew classifies the following religions as Christian – Evangelical Protestants, Mainline Protestants, members of Historically Black Churches, Roman Catholics, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses and other Christians.  Of those who identify themselves as Protestant, what percent belong to Evangelical Protestants religions; what percent belong to Mainline Protestant religions; what percent belong to Historically Black Protestant religions?
Is there a relationship between religious preference and how people said they feel about homosexuality?  Your dependent variable is HOMOSEXUALITY since you are trying to explain why some people said that homosexuality should be accepted by society and others said it should be discouraged.  The table you get will be very big so when you copy the table into Word be sure that you change the page orientation to landscape.  Make sure that you put the dependent variable in the row and get the appropriate percents (column). Interpret the table describing the relationship between religious preference and how people said they feel about homosexuality.  Be sure to use the column percents, chi square and Cramer’s V in your answer. Try to write three sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the relationship is statistically significant and whether the relationship appears to be strong, moderate or weak. 

Part 2.  Religiosity and Homosexuality
Religious preference indicates the type of religion that a person identifies with.  Is the person Christian, non-Christian, or does the person not identify with any religion?  If they are Christian, are they Protestant, Roman Catholic, or do they fall into another category of Christianity?  A person may identify with a religion but not be a member of any church and may or may not attend religious services.  Religiosity refers to the strength of a person’s attachment to their religious preference.  There are many ways to measure religiosity – how often they attend religious services, how often they pray, how important their religion is to them, and how active they are in their church.  

In this paper we are going to use how often they attend religious services (ATTEND).  People are classified as often attenders (at least once a week or more often), sometime attenders (a few times a year to once or twice a month), and infrequent attenders (seldom or never).  

Run a frequency distribution for ATTEND.  What does this tell you about how religious people are in the United States?
Is there a relationship between how often people attend religious services and how people said they feel about homosexuality?  Run the table in SPSS.  Make sure that you put the dependent variable in the row and get the appropriate percents (column). Interpret the table describing the relationship between attendance and how people said they feel about homosexuality.  Be sure to use the column percents, chi square and Gamma in your answer. Try to write three sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the relationship is statistically significant and whether the relationship appears to be strong, moderate or weak. 
Part 3.  Christian Fundamentalism and Homosexuality
Christian fundamentalism traces its roots back in the United States to the 1800’s and the “Second Great Awakening.”  Founders of fundamentalism include Dwight L. Moody who lived from 1837 to 1899.  In the early 1900’s, a publication called The Fundamentals described the fundamental beliefs of the Christian faith which included the belief that the Bible was without error (often referred to as inerrancy).  The Pew survey includes a question aimed at determining whether people believe that their sacred writings are the literal word of their God and therefore without error.  This variable is called SACRED_WRITINGS in the Pew survey.  
Run a frequency distribution for SACRED_WRITINGS.  In order to make this variable easier for you to deal with in this paper, I have included only Christians in this variable.  You will notice that non-Christians are in the missing values for this variable.  When you read the percents for this variable, use only the valid percents.  This will mean that you are looking at the responses for only Christians.  What does this tell you about the distribution of fundamentalism among Christians in the United States?  What percent of Christians feel that their sacred writings are the literal word of God and therefore without error?  What percent of Christians think that their sacred writings are the word of God but not the literal word of God?

Now let’s see if there is a relationship for Christians in the United States between fundamentalism and how people said they feel about homosexuality?  Remember that we’re using SACRED_WRITINGS as our measure of fundamentalism.  Run the table in SPSS.  Make sure that you put the dependent variable in the row and get the appropriate percents (column). Interpret the table describing the relationship between fundamentalism and how people said they feel about homosexuality.  Be sure to use the column percents, chi square and Gamma in your answer. Try to write three sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the relationship is statistically significant and whether the relationship appears to be strong, moderate or weak. 

Part 4.  Christian Evangelicalism and Homosexuality

Sometimes Christian Fundamentalism is confused with Evangelical Christianity.  Evangelicalism focuses on conversion and is often identified with Billy Graham.  There are close parallels between fundamentalism and evangelicalism but they are not the same thing.  Evangelicals often focus on being born-again or having had a born-again experience.  The Pew survey has a question (BORN_AGAIN) that asks respondent if they are a born-again or Evangelical Christian.  This question is only asked of those who identified themselves as Protestant, Roman Catholic, Mormon, Orthodox Christian, Jehovah Witnesses and other Christians.  
Being born-again is primarily a Protestant experience.  Run a crosstabulation of BORN_AGAIN and RELIGION2.  Since we want to see what percent of Protestants, Roman Catholics, Mormons, Orthodox Christians, Jehovah Witnesses and other Christians feel they have been born-again, use RELIGION2 as your independent variable.  Be sure to get the appropriate percents, chi square and Cramer’s V.  Which groups of Christians are more likely to feel they have been born-again?  What does that tell you about evangelicalism and Christianity?

Now let’s see if there is a relationship between evangelicalism and how people said they feel about homosexuality?  Remember that we’re using BORN_AGAIN as our measure of evangelicalism.  Run the table in SPSS.  Make sure that you put the dependent variable in the row and get the appropriate percents (column). Interpret the table describing the relationship between evangelicalism and how people said they feel about homosexuality.  Be sure to use the column percents, chi square and Gamma in your answer. Try to write three sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the relationship is statistically significant and whether the relationship appears to be strong, moderate or weak. 

Part 5.  Religious Preference and Religiosity and Homosexuality
By now you realize that there is a strong relationship between religious preference, religiosity, fundamentalism, evangelicalism and how people said they feel about homosexuality.  Let’s look at some of these variables simultaneously.  
In Part 5 we’re going to be looking at religions using RELIGION2.  There are a lot of different religions so we’re going to focus on only four religions groups.  To do this we’re going to select out these four groups – Evangelical Protestant Churches, Mainline Protestant Churches, Historically Black Churches, and Roman Catholic.  Here’s how to do it in SPSS.

· Click on “Data” in the menu bar at the top of the screen.

· Click on “Select cases.”

· Select the option “If condition is satisfied” by clicking on the circle for that option.

· Click on the box with “if” inside the box.

· Enter the following into the big box on the upper right:  religion2 <= 15000

· Click on Continue

· Click on OK

Now let’s break down these four religious groups by how often they attend religious services.  Run a table with HOMOSEXUALITY as your dependent variable, ATTEND as your independent variable, and RELIGION2 as your control variable.  Be sure to get the appropriate percents, Chi Square and Gamma.  Which groups were most likely to say that homosexuality should be accepted by society?  Which groups were most likely to say that homosexuality should be discouraged by society?  

Is there a relationship between how often a person attends religious services and how they said they feel about homosexuality for each of these four categories of religious preference?  Use the column percents, Chi Square and Gamma to help you answer this question.  

Part 6.  Spuriousness

NOTE:  Be sure to read the short discussion of “spuriousness” which is on BlackBoard under Assignments/Paper 2 before starting this section of the paper.

In the first paper we learned that sex and how people felt about homosexuality are related.  Women are more likely than men to say that homosexuality should be accepted by society.  In this paper we learned that attendance at religious services is also related to how people said they feel about homosexuality.  The greater their attendance, the less likely they are to say that homosexuality should be accepted by society.
Before we start running the tables in SPSS for Part 6, we need to make sure that we are using all religions and not just the four religions that we selected out for Part 5.  Here’s how we’re going to do that in SPSS.

· Click on “Data” in the menu bar at the top of the screen.

· Click on “Select cases.”

· Select the option “All cases” by clicking on the circle for that option.

· Click on OK.
Now that we have made sure that we’re working with all the cases, let’s see if sex is related to how often people attend religious services?  Run a crosstabulation with SEX as your independent variable and ATTEND as your dependent variable.  You should find a relationship between these two variables.  Use the column percents, Chi Square and Gamma to describe this relationship.

Now we know that sex is related to both attendance at worship services and to how people feel about homosexuality. This raises the possibility that the relationship between attendance at religious services and how people feel about homosexuality is due to this third variable (sex).  In other words, the relationship between attendance and feelings about homosexuality may be spurious.  To check on this, you will need to run a three-variable table with ATTEND as the independent variable, HOMOSEXUALITY as the dependent variable, and SEX as the control variable.  

Write a paragraph describing what happened in your three-variable table.  Focus on the effect that controlling for sex had on the relationship between your independent and dependent variable.  What does this tell you about the possibility of the relationship being spurious?  Be sure to clearly indicate what it means for a relationship to be spurious in your answer.   Use the percents, Chi Square and Gamma in your answer.

Part 7.  Conclusion

Write a brief summary of what you have learned about the relationship between religion and how people said they feel about homosexuality.  Be sure to include all different aspects of religion (i.e., religious preference, religiosity, fundamentalism and evangelicalism).  Make sure that you cover all the main points of your paper and that the summary is clear. Be sure to include spuriousness in your answer.

Summary of your paper

Here is what you are going to hand in for your second paper.

1. From Part 1, you will hand in the frequency distribution for RELIGION2 and the crosstabulation of RELIGION2 and HOMOSEXUALITY.  For the frequency table, make sure you use the valid percents.  Also, for the crosstabs be sure to include the appropriate percents, Chi Square and Cramer’s V.  You also need to interpret each table.  When you paste the tables into Word, be sure to use landscape orientation since the table will be very big. 

2. From Part 2, you will hand in the frequency distribution for ATTEND and the crosstabulation of ATTEND and HOMOSEXUALITY.  Be sure to include the appropriate percents, Chi Square and Gamma.  You also need to interpret each table.    
3. From Part 3, you will hand in the frequency distribution for SACRED_WRITINGS and the crosstabulation of SACRED_WRITINGS and HOMOSEXUALITY.  Be sure to include the appropriate percents, Chi Square and Gamma.  You also need to interpret each table.    
4. From Part 4, you will hand in the crosstabulation of BORN_AGAIN and RELGION2.  Which groups of Christians are more likely to feel they have been born-again and which groups are least likely to feel they have been born-again?   Is there a relationship between born-again and how people feel about homosexuality?  Use the appropriate percents, Chi Square and Gamma to help answer this question.
5. From Part 5, you will hand in the three-variable crosstabulation for RELIGION2 and ATTEND and HOMOSEXUALITY.  Before you run the table, select out the largest four religious groups following the instructions in Part 5.  Which groups feel most strongly that homosexuality should be accepted by society and which groups feel most strongly that homosexuality should be discouraged by society?  Is there a relationship between how often a person attends religious services and how they said they felt about homosexuality for each category of religious preference?  Use the appropriate percents, Chi Square and Gamma to help answer this question.

6. From Part 6, you will hand in the following.  Before you run the tables, make sure you have selected all the cases following the instructions in Part 6.  
a. Crosstabulation for SEX and ATTEND.  Use appropriate percents, Chi Square and Gamma.  Interpret the table. 

b. Crosstabulation for SEX and ATTEND and HOMOSEXUALITY.  Use appropriate percents, Chi Square and Gamma.  Interpret the table.
c. Discussion of spuriousness.

7. From Part 7, write a brief summary of what you have learned about the relationship between religion and how people said they feel about homosexuality.  Be sure to include all different aspects of religion (i.e., religious preference, religiosity, fundamentalism and evangelicalism).   Make sure that you cover all the main points of your paper and that the summary is clear. Be sure to include spuriousness in your answer.

Be sure to include all parts of these instructions. 
Notes on Preparing your Paper:

Your paper should be prepared using a word processor.  Double space, except for the tables.  Use one-inch margins and 12-point type.  Number the pages.  Organize the paper by parts.  Use the part number as the heading for each subsection.  Please do not put your paper into any type of binder.  Just staple your paper together.

The papers will be read and graded by the instructor using several criteria.  These criteria include the extent to which the papers use and show understanding of how to develop and diagram arguments and how to construct and interpret tables including spuriousness.  Other important criteria are the extent to which the paper is logically organized and the quality of your writing.
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