Sociology 3 Critical Thinking 
Instructions for Paper 1—Voting Behavior (40 points max)

The first paper will use data from the 2006 General Social Survey (GSS).  The GSS is a large national probability sample of adults in the United States that focuses on many issues.  We’re going to concentrate on voting behavior in the 2000 presidential election where Bush ran against Gore and the 2004 election where Bush ran against Kerry (gss06_subset_for_classes modified2.sav).  
Part 1.  Exploring how people say they voted
Survey research depends on what people tell us.  We’re going to focus on who people say they voted for in the 2000 and 2004 presidential elections.  People don’t necessarily tell us the truth.  They may not remember who they voted for.  Or they may tell us they voted for one candidate when they really voted for another candidate.  

We have fairly accurate aggregate data on how many people voted for the different candidates.  So we can compare what people tell us with what we know actually happened.  

We’re interested in two variables from the GSS – PRES00 and PRES04.  Run frequency distributions (use Descriptive Statistics/Frequencies under Analyze in SPSS) for PRES00 and PRES04.  Note that I have taken out the people who said they voted for someone other than Bush and Gore/Kerry so that it will be easier to analyze the data.
Now you know who people said they voted for.  Let’s find out how people actually voted.  You can find a summary of election results for U.S. Presidential elections at http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0781450.html.  Scroll down to the 2000 and 2004 elections and look at the popular vote count for each election.  Compute the percent that voted for Bush and Gore in 2000 and Bush and Kerry in 2004.  In 2000, don’t include the popular vote for Nader in the base when computing the percents.
Construct a table comparing the actual percent of voters that voted for Gore or Bush in 2000 with the percent of voters in our sample that said they voted for Gore or Bush.  Use “Tables” in Word to create your table.   Construct another table for the 2004 election.  Here’s an example of what the table would look like for 2000.  The percents ought to sum down to 100 for each column.

	Candidate
	GSS Sample
	Actual voting totals

	Bush
	X1%
	X3%

	Gore
	X2%
	X4%

	Total
	100%
	100%


How do the percents from the General Social Survey compare with the actual percents that you got off the web? If they are different from each other try to think of an explanation for this difference.  Here are some things to think about:
· What do we know about sampling?  Do samples give us a perfect representation of the population?  Why?

· What could be the motivation for saying you voted for one candidate when in fact you voted for another candidate?

Part 2.  Choosing your dependent variables
The dependent variable is what you want to explain.  In this exercise, we want to explain why some people voted for one candidate and others voted for a different candidate.  Decide which presidential election you want to focus on.  Use either the 2000 or the 2004 election.  So your dependent variable will be either PRES00 or PRES04.  There is nothing to write for this section.  Just choose your dependent variable.
Part 3.  Choosing your concepts
The independent variable is what you think will help explain the variation in your dependent variable.  Let’s list some of the concepts that might help us explain why some people voted for different candidates.  Here are some possibilities.  This is not an exhaustive list.
· Political views (i.e., liberal, moderate, conservative)
· Political party preference (i.e., Democrat, Republican, independent, other parties)
· Views on social issues such as abortion, gun control, and capital punishment
· Individual social characteristics such as gender, age, education, and income
Think about how and why these concepts might be related to voting.  You don’t have to write anything here; just think about it.

Part 4.  Political Party Preference
Let’s start with political party preference.  What would our hypothesis look like?

Democrats are more likely to vote for Gore and Kerry and Republicans are more likely to vote for the Bush.

We need to provide support for our hypothesis.  What would our argument look like?

Democrats are more likely to support the Democrat candidate for president while Republicans are more likely to support the Republican candidate.  There are several reasons for this.  First, Democrats are more likely to agree with the positions of the Democrat candidate while Republicans are more likely to agree with the positions of the Republican candidate.  Second, Democrats will want to elect someone who will advance the positions of their party and Republicans will want to do likewise.  For these reasons, in 2000 Democrats were more likely to vote for Gore and Republicans were more likely to vote for Bush and in 2004 Democrats were more likely to vote for Kerry and Republicans for Bush.
What should the data look like if our hypothesis is correct?  Let’s construct a dummy table showing what the table for 2000 should look like assuming the hypothesis to be true.

	Political Party Identification

	
	Strong Democrat
	Not strong Democrat
	Ind, near Democrat
	Ind
	Ind, near Republican
	Not strong Republican
	Strong Republican
	Other party

	Gore
	A>
	B>
	C>
	D>
	E>
	F>
	G
	H

	Bush
	I<
	J<
	K<
	L<
	M<
	N<
	O
	P


Now you need to run the table in SPSS showing the actual relationship between political party identification (PARTYID) and who people voted for in 2000 or 2004 (PRES00 or PRES04).  In SPSS go to Analyze/Descriptive Statistics/Crosstabs.  Be sure to put your independent variable (PARTYID) in the column, your dependent variable (PRES00 or PRES04) in the row, and get the correct percentages (column).  Copy this table from SPSS to your Word document.  
Finally, you will need to interpret the table and decide if the data support your hypothesis.  Make sure that you compare your percents in the opposite direction to the way they sum to 100.  If you have set your table up correctly, your percents should sum down to 100 and you should compare the percents across.  Try to write two sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the data support your hypothesis.

Part 5.  Political Views
Now let’s look at the relationship between political views and how people vote.  Again, let’s start with the hypothesis.
Conservatives are more likely to vote for Bush while Liberals are more likely to vote for Gore or Kerry.

Why should this be the case?  What’s the argument to support our hypothesis?
Conservatives are more likely to support candidates that hold conservative viewpoints while liberals are more likely to support candidates that hold liberal views.  This is because people want to support the candidate that is more likely to advance the positions they hold.  In the American political system, the Republican candidate tends to hold the more conservative views while the Democrat candidate holds the more liberal views.  Therefore, in 2000 conservatives were more likely to vote for Bush and liberals for Gore and in 2004 conservatives were more likely to vote for Bush and liberals for Kerry.

What should the data look like if our hypothesis is correct?  Let’s construct another dummy table showing what the table showing our data should look like assuming the hypothesis to be true.

	Political Views

	
	Extremely liberal
	Liberal
	Slightly liberal
	Moderate
	Slightly conservative
	Conservative
	Extremely conservative

	Gore
	A>
	B>
	C>
	D>
	E>
	F>
	G

	Bush
	H<
	I<
	J<
	K<
	L<
	M<
	N


Now you need to run the table in SPSS showing the actual relationship between political views (POLVIEWS) and who people voted for in 2000 or 2004 (PRES00 or PRES04).  In SPSS go to Analyze/Descriptive Statistics/Crosstabs.  Be sure to put your independent variable (POLVIEWS) in the column, your dependent variable (PRES00 or PRES04) in the row, and get the correct percentages (column).  Copy this table from SPSS to your Word document.  

Finally, you will need to interpret the table and decide if the data support your hypothesis.  Again, make sure that you compare your percents in the opposite direction to the way they sum to 100.  If you have set your table up correctly, your percents should sum down to 100 and you should compare the percents across.  Try to write two sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the data support your hypothesis.

Part 6.  Issue-based Voting

Most presidential elections involve some discussion of issues such as abortion, capital punishment, and gun control. The GSS includes questions that ask respondents how they feel about these issues.  The names of the variables are ABANY (abortion for any reason), CAPPUN (capital punishment), and GUNLAW (gun control). Look these variables up in your codebook to find the exact working of each question.  Select one of these three variables for this section.
Here’s what you should do in this section.
1. State your hypothesis indicating what you think the relationship will be between the issue you chose and how people voted in the election you are working on.  A hypothesis should be only one sentence.  Remember that clarity is essential.  Look at the examples in parts 4 and 5.

2. Construct an argument that supports your hypothesis.  Remember that your hypothesis will be the conclusion to your argument.  For the argument, underline the final conclusion (i.e., your hypothesis) and circle all inference indicators.  Do not circle anything that is not an inference indicator (e.g., “and”). Bracket and number all claims.  Draw a diagram (using numbers and arrows) for your argument that is similar to what we did in class. 

3. Construct a dummy table showing what the table should look like if the hypothesis is correct.  Use “Tables” in Word to construct the dummy table.  See the examples earlier in this paper assignment for sample dummy tables
4. Use SPSS to produce the two-variable crosstabs for your hypothesis. Remember to put the independent variable in the column, the dependent variable in the row, and to request the appropriate percents for your table. 

5. Interpret the table which means to summarize the results and explain whether or not the hypothesis was supported.  Use the percents from your table to help you interpret the table.  Remember that you don’t want to make too much out of small percent differences because it could just be sampling error.  Let’s use the five percent rule.  If a percent difference is less than 5 percent, assume it is just sampling error and don’t make too much out of it.  Make sure that you compare your percents in the opposite direction to the way they sum to 100.  If you have set your table up correctly, your percents should sum down to 100 and you should compare the percents across.  Try to write two sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the data support your hypothesis.

Part 7.  Individual Characteristics

We know that variables such as gender, age, education and income influence how people vote.  In this section you are going to choose two of these variables and go through the same steps as you did in part 6.  The GSS uses the following variables to measure these variables:  SEX (gender), AGE (age), DEGREE (highest degree of education), and INCOME06 (family income).  If you select AGE and/or INCOME06, you will need to recode that variable before you run your SPSS table.  You’re going to have to learn how to recode for the second paper, so you might as well do it for this paper if you are interested in these variables.  The instructions for recoding are in the SPSS book that you either bought at the beginning of the semester or are using on the web at http://www.ssric.org/trd/spss16.  See the section on chapter 3 on recoding.  You should use “recoding into different variables.”
Here are the steps you will go through in this section.  They are exactly the same as in part 6.

1. State your hypotheses indicating what you think the relationship will be between the variables you chose and how people voted in the election you are working on.  A hypothesis should be only one sentence.  Remember that clarity is essential.  Look at the examples in parts 4 and 5.

2. Construct arguments that support your hypotheses.  Remember that your hypothesis will be the conclusion to your argument.  For each argument, underline the final conclusion (i.e., your hypothesis) and circle all inference indicators.  Do not circle anything that is not an inference indicator (e.g., “and”).  Bracket and number all claims.  Draw a diagram (using numbers and arrows) for your argument that is similar to what we did in class. 

3. Construct dummy tables showing what the tables should look like if the hypotheses are correct.  Use “Tables” in Word to construct the dummy tables.  See the examples earlier in this paper assignment for sample dummy tables
4. Use SPSS to produce two two-variable crosstabs for your hypotheses. Remember to put the independent variable in the column, the dependent variable in the row, and to request the appropriate percents for your table. 

5. Interpret the tables which mean to summarize the results and explain whether or not the hypotheses were supported.  Use the percents from your table to help you interpret the tables.  Remember that you don’t want to make too much out of small percent differences because it could just be sampling error.  Again, use the five percent rule.  If a percent difference is less than 5 percent, assume it is just sampling error and don’t make too much out of it.  Make sure that you compare your percents in the opposite direction to the way they sum to 100.  If you have set your tables up correctly, your percents should sum down to 100 and you should compare the percents across.  Try to write two sentences to interpret each table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the data support your hypotheses.

Go through the five steps for the first variable you chose.  Then repeat the process for the second variable.  That means that for this section there will be one set of tables for the first variable followed by a second set of tables for the second variable.

Part 8.  Conclusions

What did you learn about how people vote?  Which variables help us explain why people vote for different candidates?  Are some of these variables more strongly related to how people vote?  Which ones?  How do you know?

Summary of your paper

Here is what you are going to hand in for your first paper.

1. From Part 1, hand in one table (constructed in Tables in Word) showing what percent of respondents in the GSS said they voted for Gore and Bush in 2000 compared to what percent in the population actually voted for Gore or Bush.  Hand in a second table for the 2004 election.  See the sample table in this assignment.  Also, discuss what you think might explain the differences.
2. There is nothing to be handed in for Parts 2 and 3.

3. From Part 4, hand in the crosstabulation (from SPSS) for PARTYID and either PRES00 or PRES04 and your interpretation of the table.  Be sure to include the appropriate percents.  Write two sentences for each variable describing what the table tells you.  One sentence should describe the pattern of the percents and the other sentence should use the percents to illustrate the percents.  Don’t forget to discuss whether the table supports your hypotheses.  
4. From Part 5, hand in the crosstabulation (from SPSS) for POLVIEWS and either PRES00 or PRES04 and your interpretation of the table.  Be sure to include the appropriate percents.  Write two sentences for each variable describing what the table tells you.  One sentence should describe the pattern of the percents and the other sentence should use the percents.  Don’t forget to discuss whether the table supports your hypotheses. 
5. From Part 6, hand in your analysis for the issue that you chose (ABANY, CAPPUN, OR GUNLAW). See the assignment for the five steps you should follow.  Don’t forget to include the crosstabulation from SPSS.    
6. From Part 7, hand in your analysis for two of the following four variables:  SEX, AGE, DEGREE, and INCOME06.  See the assignment for the five steps you should follow.  Don’t forget to include the crosstabulation from SPSS.  Remember that you will have to recode AGE and INCOME06.
7. From Part 8, hand in your conclusions.  What did you learn about how people vote?  Which variables help you explain why some people voted for Gore/Kerry and others for Bush?  Are some of these variables more strongly related to how people vote?  Which ones?  How do you know?

Be sure to include all parts of these instructions. 
Notes on Preparing your Paper:
Your paper should be prepared using a word processor.  Double space, except for the tables.  Use one-inch margins and 12-point type.  Number the pages.  Please do not put your paper into any type of binder.  Just staple your paper together.
The papers will be read and graded by the instructor using several criteria.  These criteria include the extent to which the papers use and show understanding of how to develop and diagram arguments and how to construct and interpret tables.  Other important criteria are the extent to which the paper is logically organized and the quality of your writing.
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