Sociology 3 Critical Thinking 
Note:  Before you begin this paper, be sure to read chapter 2 in Public Opinion on Social Issues (see reading list).

Instructions for Paper 1—Proposition 8 (2008) (40 points max)

The first paper will use data from the 2008 Field Institute Poll (FI08).
  FI08 is a large statewide probability survey of registered voters in California that focused on the 2008 November California election.  We’re going to concentrate on how people felt about Proposition 8 which was the initiative that eliminated the constitutional right of same-sex couples to marry.  The name of the data file is fi08_subset_for_classes.sav.
Part 1.  Exploring how people said they voted
Survey research depends on what people tell us.  We’re going to focus on whether people said they voted or didn’t vote for Prop 8 in the 2008 California election.  
We have fairly accurate aggregate data on how many people actually voted for Prop 8.  So we can compare what people tell us with what we know actually happened.  

We’re interested in the variable (PROP8) that tells us how people said they voted on Prop 8.  Run a frequency distribution (use Descriptive Statistics/Frequencies under Analyze in SPSS) for PROP8.  Note that there are people who are undecided.  We’ll have more to say about these individuals later.  
Now you know how people said they voted.  Let’s find out how people actually voted.  A summary of election results is available at http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/sov/2008_general/7_votes_for_against.pdf .  
Construct a table comparing the actual percent of voters that voted for or against Prop 8 with the percent of voters in our sample that said they voted for or against Prop 8.  Use “Tables” in Word to create your table.   The percents ought to sum down to 100 for each column.  
	Prop 8
	FI08 – use percents
	Actual voting percents from website

	Yes
	X1%
	X4%

	No
	X2%
	X5%

	Undecided
	X3%
	

	Total
	100%
	100%


There is a problem comparing these two columns.  The Field data includes people who were undecided (n = 66 which is 6.8%) What are we going to do with these individuals?  One possibility is to exclude them from the percentage calculations.  To do that you will have to recalculate the percents yourself.  Reduce the base by the number of undecideds and then recompute the percents for those who said yes and no.  This assumes that the undecideds will split in the same proportion as the sample (i.e., 428 or 47.5% yes and 474 or 52.5% no).
	Prop 8
	FI08 – use recomputed  percents
	Actual voting percents from website

	Yes
	X1%
	X4%

	No
	X2%
	X5%

	Total
	100%
	100%


When we compare the actual voting results and the sample results we see that the sample results underestimated the percent of people that voted yes on Proposition 8.   Why do you think this happened?
· Hint – one possibility has to do with the fact that the poll was taken in late October and the election was in early November. What difference could that make?

· Another hint – another possibility is that the undecideds were disproportionally more likely to vote in one direction than in the other direction.  
Part 2.  Your dependent variables
The dependent variable is what you want to explain.  In this exercise, we’re trying to explain why people said they would vote for or against Prop 8 so your dependent variable will be PROP8.  
Part 3.  Choosing your independent variables
The independent variable is what you think will help explain the variation in your dependent variable.  Let’s list some of the variables that might help us explain why some people said they were going to vote for Prop 8 and others said they were going to vote against it.   Here are some possibilities.  This is not an exhaustive list.
· Political factors

· Political party registration (i.e., Republican, Democrat, Independent, other parties)

· Political views (i.e., liberal, middle-of-the-road, conservative)

· Whether people know or work with anyone that is gay or lesbian

· How people feel about gays and lesbians – do they feel that gay rights leaders are moving too fast in efforts to win new rights and protections?
· Socioeconomic factors
· Household income

· Education

· Age

· Race and ethnicity

· Gender

· Religious factors

· Religious preference

· Attendance at worship

· Born again or had born again experience

· Think that traditional marriage is a cornerstone of country’s Judeo-Christian heritage

Think about how and why these variables might be related to how people said they would vote on Prop 8.  You don’t have to write anything here; just think about it.

Part 4.  Political Party Registration
Let’s start with political party registration.  Since the sample was selected from the state’s registration list, we know the political party in which each respondent is registered.  What would our hypothesis look like?  Remember that the hypothesis specifies the relationship that we expect to find between party registration and how they feel about Prop 8.
Democrats are more likely to oppose Prop 8 while Republicans are more likely to support Prop 8.

We need to provide support for our hypothesis.  What would our argument look like?

Democrats are more likely to be politically liberal and liberals are more likely to vote no on Prop 8 while Republicans are more likely to be politically conservative and conservatives are more likely to vote yes on Prop 8.  Therefore, Democrats are more likely to vote against Prop 8 while Republicans are more likely to vote for Prop 8.  
What should the data look like if our hypothesis is correct?  Let’s construct a dummy table showing what the table should look like assuming the hypothesis to be true.

	Prop 8- vote
	Republican
	Democrat
	Independent
	Other parties

	Yes
	A>
	B
	
	

	No
	I<
	J
	
	

	Undecided
	
	
	
	


Now you need to run the table in SPSS showing the actual relationship between political party registration and how respondents felt about Prop 8.  In SPSS go to Analyze/Descriptive Statistics/Crosstabs.  Be sure to put your independent variable (PARTYREG) in the column, your dependent variable (PROP8) in the row, and get the correct percentages (column).  Copy this table from SPSS to your Word document.  
Finally, interpret the table which means to summarize the results and explain whether or not the hypothesis was supported.  Use the percents from your table to help you interpret the table.  Remember that you don’t want to make too much out of small percent differences because it could just be sampling error.  Let’s use the five percent rule.  If a percent difference is less than 5 percent, assume it is just sampling error and don’t make too much out of it.  Make sure that you compare your percents in the opposite direction to the way they sum to 100.  If you have set your table up correctly, your percents should sum down to 100 and you should compare the percents across.  Try to write two sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the data support your hypothesis.

Part 5.  Political Views
Now let’s look at the relationship between political views (i.e., conservative, moderate, or liberal) and how people said they will vote on Prop 8.  Again, let’s start with the hypothesis.
Conservatives are more likely to vote yes on Prop 8 while Liberals are more likely to vote no on Prop 8.

Why should this be the case?  What’s the argument to support our hypothesis?
Conservatives are more likely than liberals to feel that the institution of marriage defined as marriage between a man and a women is one of the cornerstones of our country’s Judeo-Christian heritage.  Since Prop 8 was defined as a defense of traditional marriage, conservatives are more likely than liberals to vote yes on Prop 8.                                                              
What should the data look like if our hypothesis is correct?  Let’s construct another dummy table showing what the table showing our data should look like assuming the hypothesis to be true.

	Prop8
	Strongly Conservative
	Not Strongly Conservative
	Middle-of-the-Road
	Not Strongly Liberal
	Strongly Liberal

	Support
	A>
	B>
	C>
	D>
	E

	Oppose
	F<
	G<
	H<
	I<
	J

	Undecided
	
	
	
	
	


Now you need to run the table in SPSS showing the actual relationship between political views (POLVIEWS) and how people said they would vote on Prop 8 (PROP8).  In SPSS go to Analyze/Descriptive Statistics/Crosstabs.  Be sure to put your independent variable (POLVIEWS) in the column, your dependent variable (PROP8) in the row, and get the correct percentages (column).  Copy this table from SPSS to your Word document.  

Finally, interpret the table which means to summarize the results and explain whether or not the hypothesis was supported.  Use the percents from your table to help you interpret the table.  Remember that you don’t want to make too much out of small percent differences because it could just be sampling error.  Let’s use the five percent rule.  If a percent difference is less than 5 percent, assume it is just sampling error and don’t make too much out of it.  Make sure that you compare your percents in the opposite direction to the way they sum to 100. If you have set your table up correctly, your percents should sum down to 100 and you should compare the percents across.  Try to write two sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the data support your hypothesis.

Part 6.  Know Gays or Lesbians
One of the questions in the Field Poll asked if the respondent personally knew or worked with anyone who is gay or lesbian.  How do you think this variable (KNOWGL) is related to whether respondents would vote for or against Prop 8 (PROP8). 

Here’s what you should do in this section.
1. State your hypothesis indicating what you think the relationship will be between whether people knew anyone who is gay or lesbian and how people said they would vote on Prop 8.  A hypothesis should be only one sentence.  Remember that clarity is essential.  Look at the examples in parts 4 and 5.

2. Construct an argument that supports your hypothesis.  Remember that your hypothesis will be the conclusion to your argument.  For the argument, underline the final conclusion (i.e., your hypothesis) and circle all inference indicators.  Do not circle anything that is not an inference indicator (e.g., “and”). Bracket and number all claims.  Draw a diagram (using numbers and arrows) for your argument that is similar to what we did in class. 

3. Construct a dummy table showing what the table should look like if the hypothesis is correct.  Use “Tables” in Word to construct the dummy table.  See the examples earlier in this paper assignment for sample dummy tables.
4. Use SPSS to produce the two-variable crosstab for your hypothesis. Remember to put the independent variable in the column, the dependent variable in the row, and to request the appropriate percents (column) for your table. 

5. Interpret the table which means to summarize the results and explain whether or not the hypothesis was supported.  Use the percents from your table to help you interpret the table.  Remember that you don’t want to make too much out of small percent differences because it could just be sampling error.  Let’s use the five percent rule.  If a percent difference is less than 5 percent, assume it is just sampling error and don’t make too much out of it.  Make sure that you compare your percents in the opposite direction to the way they sum to 100.  If you have set your table up correctly, your percents should sum down to 100 and you should compare the percents across.  Try to write two sentences to interpret the table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the data support your hypothesis.

Part 7.  Individual Characteristics

We know that variables such as gender, age, marital status, education and income influence how people vote.  In this section we’re going to focus on two of these variables and go through the same steps as you did in part 6. The variables we’re going to use are gender (SEX) and education (EDUCR).  The R at the end of EDUC indicates that this is a recoded version of EDUC.  
Here are the steps you will go through in this section.  They are exactly the same as in part 6.

1. State your hypotheses indicating what you think the relationship will be between these two variables you chose and how people said they were going to vote on Prop 8.  A hypothesis should be only one sentence.  Remember that clarity is essential.  Look at the examples in parts 4 and 5.

2. Construct arguments that support your hypotheses.  Remember that your hypothesis will be the conclusion to your argument.  For each argument, underline the final conclusion (i.e., your hypothesis) and circle all inference indicators.  Do not circle anything that is not an inference indicator (e.g., “and”).  Bracket and number all claims.  Draw a diagram (using numbers and arrows) for your argument that is similar to what we did in class. 

3. Construct dummy tables showing what the tables should look like if the hypotheses are correct.  Use “Tables” in Word to construct the dummy tables.  See the examples earlier in this paper assignment for sample dummy tables.
4. Use SPSS to produce two two-variable crosstabs for your hypotheses. Remember to put the independent variable in the column, the dependent variable in the row, and to request the appropriate percents (column) for your table. 

5. Interpret the tables which mean to summarize the results and explain whether or not the hypotheses were supported.  Use the percents from your table to help you interpret the tables.  Remember that you don’t want to make too much out of small percent differences because it could just be sampling error.  Again, use the five percent rule.  If a percent difference is less than 5 percent, assume it is just sampling error and don’t make too much out of it.  Make sure that you compare your percents in the opposite direction to the way they sum to 100.  If you have set your tables up correctly, your percents should sum down to 100 and you should compare the percents across.  Try to write two sentences to interpret each table.  The first sentence should summarize the pattern of the percents.  The second sentence should use the percents to illustrate the pattern.  Then you should write a third sentence indicating whether the data support your hypotheses.

Part 7a.  Gender -- Go through the five steps for SEX.

Part 7b.  Education – Go through the five steps for EDUCR.  

Part 8.  Conclusions

What did you learn about how people said they were going to vote on Prop 8?  Which variables help us explain how people plan to vote on Prop 8?  Are some of these variables more strongly related to how people vote?  Which ones?  How do you know?

Summary of your paper

Here is what you are going to hand in for your first paper.

1. From Part 1, hand in two tables showing how people planned to vote on Prop 8 and how they actually voted (constructed in Tables in Word). See the instructions in Part I for the differences in these two tables. When we compare the actual voting results and the sample results we see that the sample results underestimated the percent of people that voted yes on Proposition 8.   Why do you think this happened?

2. There is nothing to be handed in for Parts 2 and 3.

3. From Part 4, hand in the crosstabulation (from SPSS) for PARTYREG and PROP8 and your interpretation of the table.  Be sure to include the appropriate percents.  Write two sentences for each variable describing what the table tells you.  One sentence should describe the pattern of the percents and the other sentence should use the percents to illustrate the percents.  Don’t forget to discuss whether the table supports your hypotheses.  
4. From Part 5, hand in the crosstabulation (from SPSS) for POLVIEWS and PROP8 and your interpretation of the table.  Be sure to include the appropriate percents.  Write two sentences for each variable describing what the table tells you.  One sentence should describe the pattern of the percents and the other sentence should use the percents.  Don’t forget to discuss whether the table supports your hypotheses. 
5. From Part 6, hand in your analysis for KNOWGL and PROP8. See the assignment for the five steps you should follow.  Don’t forget to include the crosstabulation from SPSS.    
6. From Part 7a and 7b, hand in the five steps as described in Part 7 for both SEX and EDUCR.  Don’t forget to include the crosstabulations from SPSS. 
7. From Part 8, hand in your conclusions.  What did you learn about how people said they were going to vote on Prop 8?  Which variables help you explain why some people said they were going to vote for Prop 8 and others said they were going to vote against Prop 8?  Are some of these variables more strongly related to how people plan to vote on Prop 8?  Which ones?  How do you know?

Be sure to include all parts of these instructions. 
Notes on Preparing your Paper:
Your paper should be prepared using a word processor.  Double space, except for the tables.  Use one-inch margins and 12-point type.  Number the pages.  Organize the paper by parts.  Use the part number as the heading for each subsection.  Please do not put your paper into any type of binder.  Just staple your paper together.
The papers will be read and graded by the instructor using several criteria.  These criteria include the extent to which the papers use and show understanding of how to develop and diagram arguments and how to construct and interpret tables.  Other important criteria are the extent to which the paper is logically organized and the quality of your writing.

� The data were collected by The Field Institute and are made available through the California State University’s membership in The Field Consortium.
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